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THE SHORTEST MONTH IS LONG ON TALENT AT OLD FIRST CONCERTS

If we have ever presented a February schedule more densely packed with outstanding musical talent and track records, it fails to come to mind.  Our six programs this month feature several international competition winners, and veterans of the very cream of performing venues globally and nationally; if we had any more alumni of Kennedy Center recitals scheduled, they could hold a reunion.

 We've managed to cover a fair amount of musical territory with just six performances, ranging from local virtuosos to artists hailing from Korea and Kazakhstan, from solo pianists to quintet and sextet ensembles, and from an all-Chopin evening to one showcasing new composers and featuring two world premieres.

Whether your taste runs to Piano Quintet in E-flat major, Op. 44 by Robert Schumann and Maslenitsa from The Seasons by Tchaikovsky, or To Get to Fresno by Greg Steinke and Sloppy Floppy Copy by Herb Bielawa, we have you musically covered.

And if you want artists who have played for international competition judges in Switzerland and for white tie audiences at the Hollywood Bowl, we have that covered as well.  As we said: small month, big talents.

CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE

FEBRUARY CONCERT SCHEDULE

Friday, February 2, 2007 at 8 PM

Temirzhan Yerzhanov, piano

Toccata in E minor, BMV 914 by J.S. Bach; Symphonic Etudes, Op. 13 (1837 Edition) by R. Schumann; Maslenitsa (February) from The Seasons, Op. 37 bis and Dumka, Russian rustic scene, Op. 59 by P. Tchaikovsky; Vergessene Weisen, Op. 38, No. 1 by N. Medtner; Islamey, Oriental Fantasy by M. Balakirev

Saturday, February 10, 2007 at 8 PM

Gwendolyn Mok, piano; Joseph Frank, tenor

Le Tombeau de Couperin and Miroirs for solo piano by Ravel; Tel Jour, Tel Nuit by Poulenc, selected songs by Duparc

Sunday, February 11, 2007 at 4 PM

Gila Goldstein, piano

Partita No. 5 in G major, BWV 829 by J.S. Bach; Wohin and Stänchen by Schubert, transcribed by Liszt; Sonata No. 3 in A minor, Op. 28 by Prokofiev; Prelude to the Ocean and Tribes on Earth by Ronn Yedidia, Carnaval, Op.9 by Schumann

Friday, February 16, 2007 at 8 PM

Sounds New Ensemble

Brooke Aird, violin; Cathy Allen, ‘cello; Elinor Armer, piano; Herb Bielawa, Director & piano;  Anna-Carol Dudley, soprano; Richard Mathias, clarinet; Deborah Schmidt, flute

To Get to Fresno by Greg Steinke; Three Pieces by James Jenson; Bidder to Better by Michael Golden; Summer Solstice by John Thow; Sloppy Floppy Copy (world premiere) by Herb Bielawa; Hibakuska by Aaron Alon; Dancing at the Pink House (world premiere) by Howard Hersh; Canopy Dance by Michael Djupstrom

Saturday, February 17, 2007 at 8 PM

Basically British IX

    

Joseph Edelberg, violin; Adrienne Herbert, violin; Elizabeth Prior Runnicles, viola; Thalia Moore, 'cello; John Parr, piano
Piano Quintet in E-flat major, Op. 44 by Robert Schumann; Sonata No. 2 for Violin and Piano by Frederick Delius; Piano Quintet in A minor, Op. 84 by Edward Elgar

Sunday, February 25, 2007 at 4 PM

Soyeon Lee,  piano
An all-Chopin program
FEBRUARY CONCERT SCHEDULE

Temirzhan Yerzhanov burst into prominence in 1993 when, as an unknown pianist representing Kazakhstan, he won the First Prize and Gold Medal in one of the music world’s most prestigious competitions, the International Schumann Competition.  Since then, he has forged an estimable career, touring Eastern and Western Europe, Asia and the Far East and the U.S.  On February 2  (8 PM) he offers a music lover’s banquet highlighted by Tchaikovsky’s evocations of a rustic Russian idyll, a reflective sonata by Nikolai Medtner, the sumptuous etudes of Schumann, and Balakirev’s Oriental fantasy and dazzling piano showpiece, Islamey.

The centerpiece for our program for February 10  (8 PM) is the performance of two Maurice Ravel compositions by one of the world’s foremost authorities on and interpreters of his piano music:  Gwendolyn Mok.   A frequent soloist with the great orchestras of Europe and Asia since her 1988 debut with the London Symphony Orchestra, she is joined by tenor Joseph Frank, who, since his 1974 San Francisco Opera debut, has sung over 80 roles in a score of the world’s most eminent opera venues, from the Met to the Hollywood Bowl, and is acclaimed for his mastery of lyric character.  This truly exceptional pair will perform works by Francis Poulenc and Henri Duparc.

Gila Goldstein is a truly remarkable pianist, lauded by the American Record Guide as “…a charismatic performer who plays with great flair, delicate nuances, fluid tempi and brilliance,” and by Pianist Magazine for “…a technique as fierce and fiery as the color of her hair.”  Her versatility and her extraordinary emotional range, from profound to sensual to electrifying, have galvanized audiences in North America, Europe, Southeast Asia and the Middle East, from the Kennedy Center to the Musée de Louvre.  On February 11 (4 PM) she presents a program of works by Bach, Schubert/Liszt, Prokofiev, Schumann and Ronn Yedidia.

Sounds New Ensemble is a colorful, enthusiastic and singularly versatile assemblage of technically superb musicians noted for their ability to interpret compositions with subtlety and understanding, both individually and collectively.  Dedicated to the discovery and performance of contemporary classical works by American composers of all creative and aesthetic persuasions, the group has presented 13 premiere concerts since its inception in 1998.  Sounds New programs are refreshingly diverse, as is reflected in their presentation, on February 16 (8 PM), of works by eight exciting composers, including two world premieres.

Joseph Edelberg has been the Santa Rosa Symphony concertmaster since 1997. Adrienne Herbert, formerly with the New World Symphony, is principal second violinist of Midsummer Mozart. Elizabeth Prior Runnicles has played with orchestras from Cape Town to Baden Baden and performs regularly with the San Francisco Symphony, Opera and Ballet Orchestras. Thalia Moore has soloed at the Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center and the Carnegie Recital Hall.  John Parr, formerly of Britain's Royal Opera House, is the San Francisco Opera's Head of Music Staff. In exquisite collaboration as Basically British IX, they bring two grand quintets and a lushly romantic sonata to full life.

The Washington Post praised her “stunning command of the keyboard,” and the New York Times her “huge, richly varied sound, lively imagination and firm sense of style.”  For many enthusiastic audiences and critics, her passion, grace and rapturous paying have been most memorable.  Clearly, Soyeon Lee is destined for greatness, as her recitals at the Lincoln and Kennedy Centers and her showcasing in Symphony Magazine’s Emerging Artists issue attest to.  On February 25  (4 PM) one of today’s stellar pianists pays tribute to one of history’s great keyboard composers in “A Birthday Celebration for Chopin.”  Sponsored by the San Francisco Chopin Council.

