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EAST COMES WEST, STELLAR BACKGROUNDS RULE, LISZTOMANIA: JUST A FEW ASPECTS OF OLD FIRST CONCERTS' MARCH LINEUP

Along with the musical virtuosity, creativity and diversity which are, by design, key elements in all O1C programming, our March calendar is notable in several ways, perhaps the most striking being the international character of the performers, as we welcome artists from four continents to our venue.

One concert showcases two artists who left prominent musical careers in Russia to migrate to the Bay Area, another presents a virtual A-team of brilliant young musicians from the Czech Republic, and a third marks the US debut of a flat-out sensational young Hungarian pianist.   Then there are the concerts that feature the harpsichordist from Tokyo, and the South African soprano and Romanian baritone.

Our March programming is also remarkable for the breadth and depth of its professional experience.  Among the resume credits of the artists who grace our stage in March are the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory of Music, the Bolshoi Theatre Orchestra, Carnegie Hall's Weill Recital Hall, the Warsaw Philharmonic, Edinburgh’s Queen’s Hall, the Carmel Bach Festival, the New York Philharmonic, the New World Symphony, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and Michael Tilson Thomas' New York production of "The Thomashefskys"--not to mention the incomparable "Beach Blanket Babylon."

And finally, while we feel that we have a typically strong mix of familiar compositions along with new or lesser known works, those fans of the music of Benjamin Britten, Maurice Ravel, Beethoven and Robert Schumann will be delighted that each is represented in at least two different concerts.  Devotees of Franz Lizst, favored by several performers, will be downright ecstatic.

CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE

MARCH CONCERT SCHEDULE

Friday, March 2, 2007 AT 8 PM

Sergey Rakitchenkov, viola; Arkady Serper, piano
Sonata for Viola and Piano, Op. 5 by Hummel; Sonata for Viola da gamba in G minor, BWV 1029 by Bach; Pictures from Fairyland, Four pieces for Viola and Piano, Op. 113; Adagio and Allegro for Horn and Piano, Op. 70 by Schumann

From Russia With Brilliant Virtuosity would be an apt title for our concert on March 2, which showcases the considerable talents of violist Sergey Rakitchenkov and pianist Arkady Serper, honored graduates of the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory of Music who went on to distinguished careers marked by acclaimed appearances at major concert venues from Europe to Asia.  Now located in the Bay Area, where Mr. Serper is a respected solo recitalist and Mr. Rakitchenkov the Associate Principal violist with the S.F. Opera Orchestra, they collaborate tonight to perform compositions by Robert Schumann, J.S. Bach, and Johann Hummel.

Wednesday, March 7, 2007 AT 8 PM

Graffe String Quartet

Štepán Graffe, violin; Lukáš Bednarík, violin; Lukáš Cybulski, viola; Michal Hreno, ‘cello; with special guest Michiko Otaki, piano
String Quartet in G major by Míča; String Quartet in F major, ‘American’ Op. 96 by Dvořák; Piano Quintet in E-flat major, Op. 44 by Schumann
In total, Graffe String Quartet may comprise the lion's share of the Czech Republic's current generation of classical music wunderkinder.  Violinists Štepán Graffe and Lukáš Bednarík, violist Lukáš Cybulski, and cellist Michal Hreno are all in their mid-twenties, are all multiple competition prizewinners, and are all graduates of the talent-rich classical music community of Brno.  On March 7, they are joined by internationally celebrated pianist Michiko Otaki, praised by the Newark (NJ) Star-Ledger for displaying "the attributes of greatness: expressive sensitivity, power, facility and stage presence," in a program of works by Schumann, Dvořák, and Adam Jan Míca.

Saturday, March 10, 2007 AT 8 PM

San Francisco Composers Chamber Orchestra

Mark Alburger, Music Director
San Francisco and World Premieres of works by Mark Alburger, Alexis Alrich, Michael Cooke, David Graves, Michael Kimbell and Lisa Scola Prosek

The San Francisco Composers Chamber Orchestra is a diverse group of Bay Area composer-performers whose artistic goal is to present, and to represent, the emerging new music of San Francisco, primarily through performances of their own compositions.  On March 10, the only musical assemblage known to have written and performed a concert in honor and commemoration of "our former 9th planet," Pluto (presented at O1C in October), presents an evening of San Francisco and World Premiers of contemporary compositions by Mark Alburger, Alexis Alrich, Michael Cooke, David Graves, Michael Kimball, and Lisa Scola Prosek.

Sunday, March 11, 2007 AT 4 PM

Michael Sellers, piano
Works by Haydn, Schubert, Liszt, Shostakovich and Chopin

Pianist Michael Sellers has risen to a level of rarely achieved global distinction as the toast of enthusiastic audiences and recipient of critical accolades on five continents.   With a resume that includes premiere performances of new works by such eminent composers as Leonard Bernstein, and a coveted Recording of Special Merit honor from Stereo Review, he comes to Old First Concerts fresh from a fifty-concert world tour to present an program of Haydn, Liszt, Schubert and Shostakovich classics on March 11 (4 PM), highlighted by a selection of works by Chopin, whom he matchlessly interprets in a style that has been praised for its "wonderful colors and nuances."

Friday, March 16, 2007 AT 8 PM

Thomas Schultz, piano

With comments by Hyo-shin Na and Christian Wolff
Walking, Walking by Hyo-shin Na and the World Premiere of Long Piano (Peace March 11) by Christian Wolff. 

Extolled by Chronicle music critic Joshua Kosman for his "strong, fearless execution," "depth of feeling," and "fiery elegance and formal command," pianist Thomas Schultz is especially well regarded for celebrating the ongoing vitality of the piano repertoire by performing major new additions thereto.  On March 16 he offers a very special recital consisting of two important new volumes in the piano literature:  Hyo-shin Na's 2003 meditation, Walking, Walking, followed by the premiere of the hour-long Long Piano (Peace March 11), written expressly for Mr. Schultz by the estimable American composer Christian Wolff.

Sunday, March 18, 2007 AT 4 PM

Phantasy Ensemble

David Goldblatt, ‘cello; Jonathon Fischer, oboe; Yuko Tanaka, harpsichord; Katherine Kyme, violin; Ben Simon, viola; with featured soloist Carri Abrahms, soprano 

Mi Palpita Il Cor and Un Alma Innamorata by Handel; Trio for Violin, Viola and ‘Cello, Op. 9, No. 1 by Beethoven and Phantasy Quartet, for Oboe & String Trio in F minor, Op. 2 by Britten

A veritable all-star lineup of luminaries drawn from the robust Bay Area ensemble community comes together at O1C on March 18 (4 PM) in the persons of soprano Carrie Abrams, violinist Katherine Kyme, violist Ben Simon, oboist Jonathan Fisher, cellist David Goldblatt, and harpsichordist Yuko Tanaka, whose collective credits include the San Francisco Symphony and Ballet Orchestras, the Chicago and Boston Symphony Orchestras, the New York and Los Angeles Philharmonics, as well as numerous recordings and an instrumental Grammy.  This remarkable Phantasy Ensemble will perform works of Handel, Beethoven and Benjamin Britten.

Friday, March 23, 2007 AT 8 PM

Duo Cantando

Paula Dreyer, piano; Kelley Maulbetsch, ‘cello
Le Grand Tango by Piazzolla; Intermezzo by Granados; Pièce en Forme de Habanera by Ravel; Élégie by Fauré; Pampeana, No. 2 by Ginastera; Ritual Fire Dance and Dance of Terror from El Amor Brujo by de Falla

A vibrant and stirring testament to and evocation of all the searing emotion that their instruments are capable of takes place on March 23 when versatile pianist Paula Dreyer joins with cellist Kelley Maulbetsch as the Duo Cantando to present an evening of music for piano and cello by French, Argentinean and Spanish composers.  The performers’ broad musical backgrounds, ranging from symphonic concert to flamenco ensemble, are movingly evident in the virtuosity they bring to Piazolla's Grand Tango, Ravel's Piece en Forme de Habanera, and Manuel de Falla's Ritual Fire Dance and Dance of Terror, among other works.

Sunday, March 25, 2007 AT 4 PM

Justin Kolb, piano
Symphony No. 5, Op. 67 by Beethoven/Liszt and Gran Sonata by Nieto

One of the classical music world's most well-traveled soloists, pianist Justin Kolb's stellar career has taken him to more than 100 recital halls throughout Europe and the Middle East, and to a virtual A-list of performing venues in the United States, including the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington DC, the Lincoln Center and Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall in New York City, and Chicago’s Orchestra Hall.  Recognized as a singular performer of Beethoven and Liszt, his appearance on March 25 (4 PM) features their shared Symphony No. 5, Opus 67, along with the Gran Sonata by Alfredo Diez Nieto.

Friday, March 30, 2007 AT 8 PM

Péter Tóth, piano*
Funérailles, Waldesrauchen, Sinistre-Unstern!, Nuages gris, Csárdás macabre, Fantasy and Fugue on B-A-C-H by Liszt; Sonata in B-Flat D. 960 by Schubert

*U.S. Debut – Sponsored in part by American Liszt Society

There may be no more exciting and powerful young classical pianist today than Péter Tóth, a Hungarian who did not even begin his musical studies until 1994, but has since then become one of the most honored performers of his generation, winning major international piano competitions across Europe, including the Franz Liszt International Competitions in Weimar and Budapest, and a coveted International Grand Prix du Disque Award from the Franz Liszt Society just last year.  On March 30, the S.F. Liszt society presents the US debut of this matchless interpreter of Liszt in a performance of six of that immortal composer's works, followed by a Schubert sonata.

Saturday, March 31, 2007 at 8 PM

Basically British X: Across the English Channel

Elza van den Heever, soprano; Eugen Brancoveanu, baritone; Matthew O’Neill, tenor; John Parr, piano

The Holy Sonnets of John Donne by Britten; Let Us Garlands Bring by Finzi; Schéhérazade and Don Quichotte à Dulcinée by Ravel; selected songs by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Chronicle critic Joshua Kosman lyricized over Tony Award winning baritone Eugen Brancoveanu's "phenomenally resonant voice...managed with wondrous ease and assurance," in the same review in which he characterized tenor Elza van den Heever simply as "brilliant."  On March 31 they are joined by one of Minneapolis opera's great gifts to San Francisco, tenor Matthew O'Neill, and Bay Area pianist nonpareil John Parr, in “Across the English Channel," the 10th in our Basically British series, performing songs by Ravel, Britten, Finzi and Ralph Vaughan Williams.

END
