FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   JUNE 30, 2006

Old First Concerts

1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco 94109

www.oldfirstconcerts.org 

Box Office:  415 474-1608

For Press Information:  Britt La Gatta, PR Manager   415 474-1608




              britt@oldfirstconcerts.org




              William Bowles, Director     415 474-1608




              bill@oldfirstconcerts.org

Old First Concerts: Definitely Jazzing It Up For August
      At the risk of subjecting our patrons to a kind of artistic whiplash, O1C’s programming direction shifts from a July in which only one concert involved music written in the past 60 years, to an August whose musical focus is not only overwhelmingly contemporary, but essentially jazz, jazz, and then some jazz.  Specifically, six of the eight programs on our schedule are devoted wholly or in some part to that Uniquely American Musical Genre.    

  But don’t confuse a focus on jazz with a monotonous uniformity.  Within the jazz framework, our concerts range individually from big band era swing jazz to acoustical string duet jazz, from jazz drenched with Latin influences to Streisand-ishly cosmopolitan jazz vocals, and from an ensemble composed of some of the local jazz scene’s veritable founding fathers to a solo turn by one of its current rising stars.       

  And to cleanse our audience’s aural palate, as it were, with the spice of variety, our August lineup includes performances by an elegant classical chamber music trio and a rousing Balkan folk music quintet.       It promises to be an exciting month at Old First Concerts.  We hope you’re as jazzed as we are. 

CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

AUGUST CONCERT SCHEDULE

Friday August 4, 2006 at 8 PM
Bobbe Norris, vocals & Larry Dunlap, piano
Sunday August 6, 2006 at 4 PM
Mike Greensill Duo
Friday August 11, 2006 at 8 PM
Dennis Finnegan, guitar & David Laub, bass
Sunday August 13, 2006 at 4 PM
The Rudy Salvini Octet
Friday August 18, 2006 at 8 PM
Ken French Trio
Sunday August 20, 2006 at 4 PM
The Mirage Ensemble
Friday August 25, 2006 at 8 PM
Danubius
Sunday August 27, 2006 at 4 PM
Sony Holland

AUGUST
     Bobbe Norris's dusky contralto and interpretive brilliance had her recording major label LPs and appearing on the Ed Sullivan and Tonight shows, until she withdrew from the professional spotlight.  Fortunately, the exceptionally talented pianist-arranger Larry Dunlap has now lured her back into action.  She "brings out the sweetness and rich flavor of each song," wrote Rex Reed, while the Chronicle called him  "one of the best jazz pianists around--anywhere."  On  August 4 (8 PM),  this remarkable husband-wife duo presents a  program of American standards, jazz, Brazilian music and original pieces that is stylish, sophisticated, and often surprising.       

   For two decades Mike Greensill has performed with long-time friend and mentor Dean Reilly in countless live appearances and on numerous CDs with Mike's wife,  vocalist extraordinaire Wesla Whitfield.  On August 6 (4 PM), they apply their matchless partnership to a program of intimate duets for piano and bass, and piano and pocket trumpet, a diminutive brass that produces a sound, said jazz great Don Cherry, "like a dry martini"--obviously the perfect San Francisco instrument.  Selections include classics from the Great American Songbook, with emphasis on Duke Ellington, along with Mike's own original works.      

   Dennis Finnegan was a student of classical guitar and then a devotee of Latin American and other modern composers before settling into a career arranging and performing jazz standards, epitomized by his CD, "Starting from Here."  Finnegan's light, unaffected vocals and the Brazilian feel of his nylon string guitar stylings combine to produce a loose, flowing take on Tin Pan Alley classics, while his own richly atmospheric compositions blend jazz harmonies with Latin rhythms.  On August 11 (8 PM) he pairs with the accomplished and uncommonly versatile jazz bassist David Laub, a regular performer with klezmer, Haitian and other diverse ensembles.     

   In the aggregate, the members of The Rudy Salvini Octet have compiled literally several centuries worth of artistic skill and experience.  Musically, they both embody and bring to life that fabled period in Bay Area music known as the big band jazz era.  Just a partial list of musical greats they have played with or accompanied would include Ella Fitzgerald,  Frank Sinatra, Marvin Gaye, Duke Ellington, Tony Bennett, Sammy Davis Jr., Isaac Hayes, Peggy Lee, Mel Tormé, Billy Eckstein, Nancy Wilson, Natalie Cole, Lena Horne, Dionne Warwick, Henry Mancini and more.  On August 13 (4 PM) Old First is honored to welcome an ensemble that is truly a musical treasure.     

  Ken French has long been integral to the local musical scene, as the featured pianist at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel for 16 years and more recently performing with the celebrated cabaret vocalist Clairdee.  One of the Bay Area's most highly-sought pianist-arrangers, he performs with bassist Ron Belcher and drummer Jim Zimmerman as the Ken French Trio, selected by FerryMusic to present the inaugural jazz concert at the new Embarcadero venue, the ferryboat "Santa Rosa."  Their August 18 (8 PM) appearance at Old First celebrates their new CD, with a program featuring the San Francisco premiere of new works for jazz piano  trio.        

    Individually, the San Francisco Classical Voice cheered pianist Hadley McCarroll's "lively and exhilarating" musicianship and lauded clarinetist Robert Bailis for his "sweet, singing tone...and technical wizardry," while the San Francisco Examiner declared that "Karen Hall's vibrant voice is a delight."  On August 20 (4 PM), appearing as The Mirage Ensemble, this polished, fresh, and energetic trio of crowd- and critic-pleasing performers offers a program of selections by turns demanding and entrancing, including works by Debussy, Olivier Messiaen, Charles Tomlinson Griffes, Dominick Argento and Max Reger. 

     The members of Danubius have lived in and studied the music of the Balkans, and now they draw upon that background, using such indigenous and evocative instruments as the Bulgarian folk mandolin, Hungarian hammered dulcimer and Turkish lute, to present hard-driving Southern Romanian tunes, Hungarian Gypsy restaurant favorites, Bulgarian dances and Macedonian melodies, each in their traditional ethnic form, but energized and enhanced by the musicians' interpretative vitality.  On August 25 (8 PM)they bring the result--a stirring and colorful tapestry of sounds that preserves the distinct character of each musical style--to Old First.   

    Drawn to San Francisco in 2003 by her love of, and the City's tradition of, smooth jazz, Sony Holland rose in one year's time from singing on Fisherman's Wharf sidewalks to sold-out performances and prolonged ovations at The Plush Room, Yoshi's and Jazz At Pearl's.   Her original lyrics are evocative of Paris, New York, and this, her adopted home, and are delivered with a vibrant stage presence, effortless range, and an impeccable sense of swing, in a mesmerizing, sultry voice that the Chronicle likened to a blend of Barbra Streisand and Nancy Wilson.  On August 27 (4 PM), we enthusiastically present one of the Bay Area’s hottest musical talents.    
TICKETS & OTHER INFORMATION:
All concerts are at Old First Church, 1751 Sacramento Street (at Van Ness Avenue) in San Francisco.   Old First is completely wheelchair accessible.

Tickets for all concerts are $15 General Admission, $12 for Seniors 65 and over, and $12 for Students with a valid ID.

Our new Discount Ticket Program gives you the choice of a 10% discount when you buy a book of five tickets, or a 20% discount when you buy a book of ten tickets.  These tickets are good for 12 months for admission to any concert except specially priced concerts.
Purchase tickets by calling (415) 474-1608 or online at www.ticketweb.com.

For more information about Old First Concerts, visit our website at www.oldfirstconcerts.org.

END

