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ABout OLp FirsT CONCERTS
e Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway

concert grand piano.

e Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians
presenting innovative programs.

o Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances.

e Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert.

¢ An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting
music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students.

¢ Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970.

DonNATING TO OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each
year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and
Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous
individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our
mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the
classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are
tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure:
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:

OIld First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Thank you!

COVID-19 ResroONSE: RETURNING TO THE MUSIC

Old First Concerts is committed to the health and safety of our
audiences, performers and staff. We hope to resume concerts soon and
have implemented a number of policies and procedures to help us reach
that goal, which you can read about on our website.

In the meantime, know that all tickets are fully guaranteed —so if we
have to cancel or postpone an event that you've purchased a ticket to,
you can choose to use the ticket for any concert between now and June 1,
2021, or you can be fully refunded.

SociaL MEpiA

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the
latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share
events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally.
facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information
about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts.



ARTIST
“One of the most eclectic and diverse artists” ~ Alicia Keys

“Unrivaled unique artist” ~ Quincy Jones

Ali Paris captivates audiences worldwide with his unique
fusion of Middle Eastern and Western music styles
highlighted by both technical virtuosity and emotional
expression. He accompanies his singing with his instrument,
the Qanun, a rare Middle-Eastern 76-string zither that dates
back to the 14 century. Ali’s music education began at the
age of 5 in his native countries of Morocco and Palestine
studying Arabic traditional music with master Simon
Shaheen. He quickly became known as a child prodigy,
performing great concert halls by age 9 and touring
internationally by the age of 11.

Since then he has received multiple international awards
including the TBA Awards 2017, The Glickman Award 2016
& Marcel Khalife Artist of the Year (2010-2012), and has
expanded his musical career exponentially relocating to the
United States to earn his degree at Boston’s prestigious
Berklee College of Music. He has collaborated with a long
list of world-renowned artists such as Alicia Keys, Quincy
Jones, Paco De Lucia, and Bobby McFerrin. His solo
performances have reached diverse audiences from the
Newport and Istanbul Jazz Festivals to the White House in
Washington DC and the Royal Palace in Jordan to play for
both President Abbas of Palestine and Queen Rania of
Jordan. He has appeared as a soloist with the Boston
Symphony Orchestra, the Michigan Philharmonic and is
featured in the renowned Grammy-winning Spanish
documentary Entre2aguas, the Hollywood movie Noah and
Forbes under 30 concert series, These appearances were the



first to feature the Qanun as a multi-genre instrument on a
grand scale. Ali has also collaborated with numerous world-
renowned artists to benefit the work of Doctors Without
Borders, Save a Child's Heart and Keep A Child Alive
including an album with Alejandro Sanz that has funded
numerous humanitarian projects around the world.

Ali Paris tours extensively in the US, Europe & The Middle-
East. These performances are marked for their exploration
of fertile ground in the crossover between Eastern and
Western cultures and music genres.



CoMING UP AT OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Friday, June 19 at 8 pm

Natalie Raney, cello

Cellist Natalie Raney will present a program of vibrant works for
solo cello that evoke the spirit of springtime. Program includes
works by Kaija Saariaho, Dorothy Chang, & J.S. Bach.

Friday, June 26 at 8 pm

Cornelius Boots, solo shakuhachi and taimu

A dynamic solo presentation from a master of jinashi

Zen bamboo flutes ranging from virtuosic and energetic to
meditative and subtle.

Sunday, July 12 at 4 pm

Daniel Lewin, violin & Dmitriy Cogan, piano

World Premiere of Chorales and Interludes No. 3 by Dan Flanagan,
plus works by J. S. Bach, William Grant Still, Augusta Read
Thomas, and Ludwig van Beethoven.

Friday, July 24 at 8 pm

L’Arc Trio—Maria van der Sloot, violin; Christine Lee, cello;
Jung-eun Kim, piano

Prize-winning young ensemble’s debut on our series, featuring a
World Premiere by the eclectic Canadian composer Vivian Fung
and two trios by Beethoven.

Sunday, July 26 at 4 pm

Central Star—Paula Dreyer, piano

Premiere performance of the complete cycle of works called
Central Star, in which Paula tells a personal, yet universal story
about the powers of imagination, intuition, and creative
expression during challenging times of uncertainty, as well as
offering a therapeutic medium during everyday life.

Sunday, August 9 at 4 pm

The Refuse Project—Vanessa Langer, soprano, with guests
including Sarah Cahill, piano, and others

An ambitious program of virtuosic contemporary vocal works by
George Crumb, David Coll, Henry Cowell, and Olivier Messiaen.

Tickets and more information at oldfirstconcerts.org



OLD FirsT CoNCERTS DONORS

Bravissimo! ($1000 and up) Abby Rumsey
Anonymous (3) Leslie & Bob Stafford
Christopher and Cindy Burt John Stedman
Claudine Cheng Enthusiastic Applause
Mary Culp ($100-$249)
Thomas Culp & Anonymous
Charles Wagner B. Amaroso
Philip & Elayne Dauber Christine Beckstrom
Paul Duffey Miriam Blatt
Daniel Joraanstad & Robert & Marion Koerper
Bob Hermann Faith in Blumberg
the Future Fund Katherine & Michael
Walter Kennedy Boeninghausen —in honor
Donna Kline of Joyce Frankenburg
Barbara Marré Barbara & Howard Bomze
Darren & Cathy Presher Bill & Marilyn Campbell
James Riggs Herrick Carver
William Rudiak Joseph Charpentier
James T. Smith Bernard Choden
Joarne Winetzki Donald Cohon
Mike Tekulsky & Ron Wong Homer Dalbey
Randal Wong & Julia Erickson
Susan Worts David Featherstone
Encore Performance William Feister &
($500- $999) Judith Ross
Anonymous (2) Patricia Ferrari
Ruth & Frank Belvin Rachel Fisher
Erika Bodo Thomas Flaherty
Jeanne Kirkwood Yuko Franklin
Joan B. O’Connor and Club Glee
Lynne Ogata RT Freebairn-Smith
Ann Stone Robert Friedman Presents
Stephen & Sarah Taber Shoko Furuya &
Paul Upham Christopher Kitting
Brett Waxdeck Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Gaenslen
George & Priscilla Yu Rochelle Gatlin
Standing Ovation William Grant
($250-$499) Elizabeth Greening
Anonymous (2) Helen & Michael Gross
Jean Ahn David Hammer
George Becker Eleanor Hammer
Roland & Lois Feller Barbara Imbrie

Burt Greenberg & Jim Clavin Joan Intrator
Edward & Patricia Hymson Ron Jin
Howard & Wendy Kleckner Sally Ketchum

Betty Meissner
James Robinson

Michael Korbholz

Marshall Krause

Will Leben

Mack & Meikui McCray

Henry Mahncke &
Kimberly Tanner

Robert Maldonado

Jordan Moncharmont

Milton Mosk

Karen Mottola

Barbara Mow

Randall Murley

Aaron & Eva Paul

David Phillips

Phil Rettger

Linda Reyder

Joan Rost

Art Rothstein

Sue Rupp

Mary Russell

Bob & Terri Ryan

Donald Ryan

Jack Shoemaker

Ted Teipel

Elizabeth Varnhagen

Robert & Martha Warnock

George Wiepert
Danielle & Gary Wohl
Keith Yamamoto
Norman Young

Friends of Old First Concerts

Anonymous
Susan Baker-Lehne
Ralph Beren

Les Bruno

Hal Christiansen
John Diamante
Maggi Henderson
John Gosselin
Sarah McCuskey
Alan & Hitomi Onizuka
Stephani Phipps
Becky A. Reed
Terry Rillera
Kathleen Smith
Katie Struble
Stephanie Winters



GOVERNMENT & FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation
City of San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Google for Non-profits
H. B. and Lucille Horn Foundation
IBM Matching Grants Program
The Macy’s Foundation
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

OLD FirsT CONCERTS

BoarD oF DIRECTORS STAFF

Thomas Culp, President Matthew Wolka, Director
Randal P. Wong, Secretary Rick Bahto, Program Associate
Darren Presher, Treasurer Aimée Duddridge-Picard,
Christopher Burt Administrative Assistant
Walter Kennedy Austin Adams, House Manager

Donna Kline
Barbara Marré
Bill Rudiak
Stephen Taber
Mike Tekulsky
Brett Waxdeck
Meina Xu

Old First Concerts' piano is a New York Steinway D model, circa 1980,
with Hamburg action. It was donated by The Stanley Ibler Fund, and is
maintained by David Love Piano Service and Restoration.



