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ABout OLp FirsT CONCERTS
e Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway

concert grand piano.

e Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians
presenting innovative programs.

o Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances.

e Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert.

¢ An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting
music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students.

¢ Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970.

DonNATING TO OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each
year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and
Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous
individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our
mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the
classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are
tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure:
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:

OIld First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Thank you!

COVID-19 ResroONSE: RETURNING TO THE MUSIC

Old First Concerts is committed to the health and safety of our
audiences, performers and staff. We hope to resume concerts soon and
have implemented a number of policies and procedures to help us reach
that goal, which you can read about on our website.

In the meantime, know that all tickets are fully guaranteed —so if we
have to cancel or postpone an event that you've purchased a ticket to,
you can choose to use the ticket for any concert between now and June 1,
2021, or you can be fully refunded.

SociaL MEpiA

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the
latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share
events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally.
facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information
about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts.



PrOGRAM

Amy Beach (1867-1944)
Romance for violin and piano, Op. 23 (1893)

Addie Camsuzou (b. 1994)
Etude No. 1 for piano (2018)

Sofia Gubaidulina (b. 1931)

selections from Ten Preludes for Solo Cello (1974)
Prelude 1. Staccato - legato
Prelude 2. Legato - staccato
Prelude 3. Con sordino - senza sordino
Prelude 5. Sul ponticello - ordinario - sul tasto
Prelude 7. Al taco - da punta d’arco

Amy Beach (1867-1944)
Piano Trio, Op. 150 (1938)
Allegro
Lento espressivo
Allegro con brio

ABOUT THE COMPOSERS

Amy Beach was the first American woman to write a
symphony. Started as a child prodigy, she was one of the
most famous pianists and composers during her generation.
During her marriage to Henry Beach, M.D., her performance
was limited but she continued to compose over 300 works.
Following the death of her husband in 1910, she resumed
performing and continued to compose and publish most of
her works. Today, she is often named as a symbol for leaders
of the women composers.

Addie Camsuzou is a composer and violinist from the
central coast of California. She graduated magna cum



laude from Sacramento State University with a Bachelor of
Music degree in Music Theory/Composition; while there, she
studied music composition with Stephen Blumberg and
violin with Ian Swensen and Anna Presler. She is currently
pursuing a Ph.D. in music composition at University of
California, Davis. Her music has been featured at events
such as the Pacific Rim Music Festival and the Festival of
New American Music. Additionally, she was a winner of the
Festival of New American Music Student Composers
Competition and a finalist in the 2018 ASCAP Morton Gould
Young Composer Awards.

She describes her piece as a journey of resonance. "I wanted
the etude to explore how contrasts in register, dynamics, and
articulation affect the resonance of the piano, and tried to
show this in each section of the piece.” Visit her website at
addiecamsuzou.com for more information.

Sofia Gubaidulina was born in Chistopol, in the Tatar
Republic of the then Soviet Union, in 1931. After studying
piano at the conservatory of Kazan, she moved to Moscow to
take composition classes with maestros like Nikolai Peiko —
Shostakovich’s assistant — and Vissarion Shebalin. In 1975
she formed the Astreja Ensemble with colleagues Viktor
Suslin and Vyacheslav Artyomov, devoted to exploring the
folk music and instruments of Central Asia. As a composer
she would subsequently employ some of these instruments
in her scores. She first garnered international attention in the
1980s, thanks partly to the determined advocacy of
musicians like violinist Gidon Kremer, the dedicatee of her
masterly violin concerto Offertorium (1980, revised in 1986),
the work that would carry its author’s name beyond the
borders of the Soviet Union and lay the foundations of her
worldwide repute. The strong spiritual and religious



temperament informing Gubaidulina’s oeuvre caused friction
with the Soviet authorities, to the extent that in 1979 she was
added to the blacklist of composers seen as suspect by the
regime. Gubaidulina remained in Russia until 1992, then
moved to a small town outside Hamburg in Germany, where
she has lived ever since. -Fundacion BBVA

ABOUT THE PERFORMERS

Ensemble ARI

“Ari” is a Korean word with multiple meanings: big river,
wisdom and beauty. Ensemble Ari is a group of musicians in
the Bay Area who share this quality with the community. The
ensemble gave its debut concert in October 2014 as a Korean
War Memorial Concert and has been given concerts at Artshare
L.A., University of the Pacific, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, Old
First Concert Series, Maybeck House, among others. Sound
recordings can be found at facebook.com/EnsembleAri

Violinist Jiwon Evelyn Kwark holds a bachelor’s degree from
The Juilliard School, a master’s from Yale School of Music, and
Professional Studies from Manhattan School of Music in the
Orchestral Performance Program. Her primary teachers were
Glenn Dicterow, Ani Kavafian, Masao Kawasaki, and
Alexander Treger. Since making her solo debut with the
Amabile Orchestra in Korea at the age of 9, Ms. Kwark has
performed with numerous orchestras in the U.S. and Korea.
She has toured Canada with the Young Orchestra of Americas
as the associate concertmistress and toured the cities of
Germany with the Penderecki Musik Academie Orchestra as
the concertmistress and soloist of the orchestra under the baton
of renowned composer, Maestro Penderecki. Ms. Kwark
performs regularly as the Associate Principal Second Violinist
of the Marin Symphony and violinist of Symphony Silicon



Valley. She has also performed with the San Francisco
Symphony, New World Symphony, and New Century
Chamber Orchestra. (jiwonevelynkwark.com)

Acclaimed by music critics as “free, warm and a very
expressive” performer, cellist, Sarah Hong was born in Seoul
Korea. She began studying cello at the age of six and was
selected as most promising young cellist in the nation at the
age of 16, her performance broadcasted nationwide by KBS.
She made her New York debut at Carnegie Hall as a winner of
Artists International. Ms. Hong studied at the Juilliard School
with Zara Nelsova and Joel Krosnick while receiving both of
the BM and MM degrees. She finished her artist certificate in
chamber music at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music
under the direction of Bonnie Hampton. Ms. Hong lives in Los
Altos where she balances a busy career as a soloist,
collaborative artist, and teacher. Currently, she is a cellist of Le
Due Muse with a pianist Makiko Ooka, Ensemble Ari, and San
Francisco Cello Quartet. She teaches string orchestra at the
King's Academy and cello sections at CYS and KAMSA youth
orchestras. She has started the Phos (¢pwc)' Benefit Concert
Series to help support various non-profit organizations serving
children all over the world in 2014. (cellistsarahhong.com)

Native to the Bay Area, pianist Sharon Lee Kim actively
performs as solo and chamber pianist, vocal coach, music
director, choral and vocal accompanist, and is a highly
demanded piano instructor. She is a frequent recitalist,
collaborating with the top instrumentalists and opera singers in
the world. Ms. Kim joined the Saint Mary’s College Music
Faculty in 2008. As Adjunct Associate Professor her roles
include: Asst. Director/Accompanist of the choral program,
Lecturer in piano, chamber music, and music history, and



Director of the Faculty Concert Series. Aside from her roles at
the college, Sharon is the pianist of Ensemble Ari, the co-
founding member of Duo Camaraderie together with flutist
Laura Scarlata, a collegiate staff pianist at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, freelances as a solo, vocal, and chamber
pianist, and maintains a thriving private studio teaching piano
and vocal coaching singers. Sharon is a member of the Music
Teachers Association of California (MTAC) and adjudicator for
local competitions. Sharon holds degrees from UC Berkeley
(BA) and New England Conservatory (MM and GD). Her
primary teachers were Irma Vallecillo, Kayo Iwama, John
Greer, Barbara Shearer, and Margret Elson. (sharonleekim.com)

Director/Conductor Jean Ahn’s creative output includes works
ranging from solo instruments to full orchestra, as well as
choral, dance and electroacoustic music. Recent Awards
include 2019 Isadora Duncan Award for her collaborative work
Saltdoll and being the finalist for League of American
Orchestras competition. Jean’s works have been performed by
Oakland  Symphony, Memphis Symphony, Berkeley
Symphony, Seoul Chamber Orchestra, San Francisco Choral
Artists, Earplay, Leftcoast Ensemble, Dinosaur Annex,
Ensemble Sur Plus, Contemporaneous Ensemble, Untwelve,
Piano Talk, Enhake, Pakk-Calloway Duo, Muse Trio, and
others. Ms. Ahn finished her B.A. and M.M. at Seoul National
University and Ph.D. at UC Berkeley, where she currently
teaches. (jeanahn.com)



CoMING UP AT OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Sunday, September 27 at 4 pm

Del Sol String Quartet—Sam Weiser & Benjamin Kreith, violins
Charlton Lee, viola & Kathryn Bates, cello

A leading force in 21st century chamber music, the quartet’s program
features works by Jonah Gallagher, Erika Oba, Rajna Swaminathan,
and Julius Eastman.

Friday, October 9 at 8 pm

Circadian String Quartet—Monika Gruber & David Ryther, violins
Omid Assadi, viola & David Wishnia, cello

Debussy’s Préludes for piano are so coloristic that they suggest many
sounds and images that transcend the instrument—join Circadian as
we transform them into string quartet music and explore their
endless suggestive possibilities. Program includes Ondine, Des pas sur
la neige and La danse de Puck, as well as the String Quartet in G minor.

Sunday, October 11 at 4 pm

Stenberg | Cahill Duo—XKate Stenberg, violin & Sarah Cahill, piano
Premieres by Mary Watkins and Ronald Bruce, plus works for duo
and solo by Claude Debussy, Somei Satoh, Grazyna Bacewicz, Lili
Boulanger, Ruth Crawford, Germaine Tailleferre, Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor, and Johannes Brahms.

Friday, October 16 at 8 pm

Stephen Porter, piano

Stephen Porter returns to our stage with a program of Beethoven’s
final piano work, the Six Bagatelles Op. 126, premieres by four living
composers—Toni Lester, Norberto Oldrini, Andrew List and Martin
Skafte—and both books of Debussy’s luminous Images.

Sunday, October 18 at 8 pm

Lynn Schugren, piano - The Sierre Prelude Project

A series of ten newly commissioned preludes evoking the Sierra
Nevada Mountains, from the beauty of sunrise and the sounds of the
forests to the destruction caused by man or wildfire. Works by Alexis
Alrich, Eleanor Armer, Molly Axtmann, Jake Collins, Jerry Grant,
Robert Greenberg, Durwynne Hsieh, Dennis Lauderdale, Bruce
Nalezny, and Mark Vance.

Tickets and more information at oldfirstconcerts.org



OLD FirsT CoNCERTS DONORS

Bravissimo! ($1000 and up) Abby Rumsey
Anonymous (3) Leslie & Bob Stafford
Christopher and Cindy Burt John Stedman
Claudine Cheng Enthusiastic Applause
Mary Culp ($100-$249)
Thomas Culp & Anonymous
Charles Wagner B. Amaroso
Philip & Elayne Dauber Christine Beckstrom
Paul Duffey Miriam Blatt
Daniel Joraanstad & Robert & Marion Koerper
Bob Hermann Faith in Blumberg
the Future Fund Katherine & Michael
Walter Kennedy Boeninghausen —in honor
Donna Kline of Joyce Frankenburg
Barbara Marré Barbara & Howard Bomze
Darren & Cathy Presher Bill & Marilyn Campbell
James Riggs Herrick Carver
William Rudiak Joseph Charpentier
James T. Smith Bernard Choden
Joarne Winetzki Donald Cohon
Mike Tekulsky & Ron Wong Homer Dalbey
Randal Wong & Julia Erickson
Susan Worts David Featherstone
Encore Performance William Feister &
($500- $999) Judith Ross
Anonymous (2) Patricia Ferrari
Ruth & Frank Belvin Rachel Fisher
Erika Bodo Thomas Flaherty
Jeanne Kirkwood Yuko Franklin
Joan B. O’Connor and Club Glee
Lynne Ogata RT Freebairn-Smith
Ann Stone Robert Friedman Presents
Stephen & Sarah Taber Shoko Furuya &
Paul Upham Christopher Kitting
Brett Waxdeck Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Gaenslen
George & Priscilla Yu Rochelle Gatlin
Standing Ovation William Grant
($250-$499) Elizabeth Greening
Anonymous (2) Helen & Michael Gross
Jean Ahn David Hammer
George Becker Eleanor Hammer
Roland & Lois Feller Barbara Imbrie

Burt Greenberg & Jim Clavin Joan Intrator
Edward & Patricia Hymson Ron Jin
Howard & Wendy Kleckner Sally Ketchum

Betty Meissner
James Robinson

Michael Korbholz

Marshall Krause

Will Leben

Mack & Meikui McCray

Henry Mahncke &
Kimberly Tanner

Robert Maldonado

Jordan Moncharmont

Milton Mosk

Karen Mottola

Barbara Mow

Randall Murley

Aaron & Eva Paul

David Phillips

Phil Rettger

Linda Reyder

Joan Rost

Art Rothstein

Sue Rupp

Mary Russell

Bob & Terri Ryan

Donald Ryan

Jack Shoemaker

Ted Teipel

Elizabeth Varnhagen

Robert & Martha Warnock

George Wiepert
Danielle & Gary Wohl
Keith Yamamoto
Norman Young

Friends of Old First Concerts

Anonymous
Susan Baker-Lehne
Ralph Beren

Les Bruno

Hal Christiansen
John Diamante
Maggi Henderson
John Gosselin
Sarah McCuskey
Alan & Hitomi Onizuka
Stephani Phipps
Becky A. Reed
Terry Rillera
Kathleen Smith
Katie Struble
Stephanie Winters



GOVERNMENT & FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation
City of San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Google for Non-profits
H. B. and Lucille Horn Foundation
IBM Matching Grants Program
The Macy’s Foundation
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

OLD FirsT CONCERTS

BoarD oF DIRECTORS STAFF

Thomas Culp, President Matthew Wolka, Director
Randal P. Wong, Secretary Rick Bahto, Program Associate
Darren Presher, Treasurer Aimée Duddridge-Picard,
Christopher Burt Administrative Assistant
Walter Kennedy Austin Adams, House Manager

Donna Kline
Barbara Marré
Bill Rudiak
Stephen Taber
Mike Tekulsky
Brett Waxdeck
Meina Xu

Old First Concerts' piano is a New York Steinway D model, circa 1980,
with Hamburg action. It was donated by The Stanley Ibler Fund, and is
maintained by David Love Piano Service and Restoration.



