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ABout OLp FirsT CONCERTS
e Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway

concert grand piano.

e Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians
presenting innovative programs.

o Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances.

e Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert.

¢ An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting
music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students.

¢ Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970.

DonNATING TO OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each
year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and
Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous
individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our
mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the
classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are
tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure:
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:

OIld First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Thank you!

COVID-19 ResroONSE: RETURNING TO THE MUSIC

Old First Concerts is committed to the health and safety of our
audiences, performers and staff. We hope to resume concerts soon and
have implemented a number of policies and procedures to help us reach
that goal, which you can read about on our website.

In the meantime, know that all tickets are fully guaranteed —so if we
have to cancel or postpone an event that you've purchased a ticket to,
you can choose to use the ticket for any concert between now and June 1,
2021, or you can be fully refunded.

SociaL MEpiA

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the
latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share
events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally.
facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information
about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts.



PROGRAM
Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
3 Preludes, arranged for string quartet by David Ryther
Ondine
Des pas sur la neige
Le danse de Puck

String Quartet in G minor Op. 10
Animé et tres décidé
Assez vif et bien rythmé
Andantino, doucement expressif
Tres modéré — En animant peu a peu — Tres mouvementé et
avec passion

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Bay Area based Circadian String Quartet was founded in
2013 to perform classical and contemporary repertoire of
folkloric or cultural significance. Since then CSQ has become
known for bold original programming ideas that break
boundaries or reach across cultures, that is why CSQ loves
working with composers. CSQ is proud to have given world
and U.S. premieres of exciting new pieces of chamber music
written by Sahba Aminikia, Ben Carson, Toronto-based
Noam Lemish, and British composer Ian Venables. They first
performed Sahba Aminikia’s One Day Tehran live on air on
KPFA’s radio show Music of the World with Joanna
Manqueros in 2015. Then in 2016 they commissioned
Aminikia to write a new piece for string quartet and
narrator. The result, a glowing kaleidoscopic mixture of text
by Allen Ginsburg and Hafez called The Weight of the World
was premiered in 2017 at the Piedmont Arts center.



CSQ has also become known for its original transcriptions
and compositions. In 2017 and 2019 their original
transcriptions of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and
The Firebird premiered to enthusiastic crowds and critical
acclaim. In 2016 CSQ collaborated with narrator and
historian Nikolaus Hohmann to tell stories from World War
Two. For this project CSQ created short original pieces of
music and text called Chiaroscuros which helped give their
programs a narrative arc. Now there is a growing body of
these short works which are now a regular part of
all CSQ concerts.

CSQ has been quartet in residence at the Music by the
Mountain Festival in Mt. Shasta, featured in the April in
Santa Cruz new music festival, and the members also serve
as resident teaching artists for the Villa Sinfonia’s Zephyr
Point Chamber music workshop in South Lake Tahoe.

Some of CSQ’s recent projects include their collaboration
with world class santour player Hamid Taghavi, and the
upcoming premiere of Eurydice’s Defiance, David Ryther’s
new Opera written especially for Kitka soprano, Lily Storm
and CSQ. These projects highlight the breadth
of CSQ’s repertoire as they continue to expand the string
quartet’s possibilities.



Praised by critics for her "irresistibly melting tone, which she
can also imbue with gripping fire", Monika Gruber is a
versatile violinist, appearing in concerts throughout the United
States and Europe. As violinist of the Eusebius Duo she was
invited to perform in Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall,
following the duo's success as first prize winners of the
CMFONE International Chamber Music Competition.
Throughout her years of study she was the recipient of
numerous scholarships and awards, notably the Rotary
Ambassadorial Scholarship, which enabled her to continue her
studies in the US. Monika received her training at Hochschule
fir Musik in Weimar, Conservatoire National Supérieur de
Musique in Lyon, and at the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music.

David Ryther, violin, has brought his interpretive powers as a
soloist to such festivals as the Darmstadt Summer Festival of
New Music, the Banff Center, and the Green Umbrella Series in
Los Angeles. He has been featured playing new music with
stSoundGroup, Earplay, San Francisco Contemporary Players,
the Berkeley New Music Ensemble, Sonor, and Octagon, and is
a member of the San Francisco Ballet Orchestra. As a composer,
David has had world premieres played by the Villa Sinfonia,
an orchestra piece called Friend commissioned by Croi Glan
dance troupe in Ireland, and worked in residency with Kate
Weare company (New York) and locally with Dandelion Dance
Theater.

Native of Iran, Omid Assadi, viola, holds a B.M. and M.M.
from San Francisco Conservatory of Music where he studied
with Jodie Levitz and Bettina Mussumeli. Mr. Assadi is an
active ensemble player and soloist; he has concertized with
many of the Bay Area’s orchestras and has appeared numerous



times as soloist with Golden Gate Philharmonic, City College
of San Francisco String Orchestra, Kensington Symphony
Orchestra, and Villa Sinfonia. Omid’s love for chamber music
has led him to study chamber music with the members of the
Kronos String Quartet as well as the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music faculty members.

An active chamber musician, David Wishnia, cello, routinely
concertizes with both the Circadian String Quartet and the
Villa Piano Trio, and has taught at the Zephyr Point Chamber
Music Camp and Sequoia Chamber Music Workshop. David
has also appeared as a soloist with the Contra Costa Chamber
Orchestra and Villa Sinfonia. He is currently a member of the
Marin Symphony, and has performed in numerous Bay Area
ensembles, including the Berkeley Symphony, Modesto
Symphony, Sacramento Symphony, Russian Chamber
Orchestra, and Marin Oratorio, among others. David received
his Master of Music degree from the Yale School of Music,
where he studied with Aldo Parisot.



CoMING UP AT OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Sunday, November 15 at 2 pm

Old First Concerts 50th Anniversary Gala!

Celebrate our 50th anniversary with us as we showcase an incredible
line-up of some of our favorite musicians live from our space and in
pre-recorded performances made especially for today, including
William Wellborn, Robert Schwartz, Hadley McCarroll, Friction
Quartet, ZOFO, Holes in the Floor, Winnie Nieh & Paul Dab,
Cascada de Flores, and so much more!

Friday, November 20 at 8 pm

Ensemble for These Times—Old Becomes New

Nanette McGuinness, soprano; Anne Lerner, cello

& season guest Margaret Halbig piano

with special guest appearance by Dalit Warshaw, piano

New music by living composers inspired by older forms, styles, and
themes, taking something old and giving it a new perspective for
these times by refashioning it into something brand new.

Saturday, December 5 at 8§ pm

San Francisco Yiddish Combo

The SFYC is embarked on a journey around the world to present
their own unique blend of everything that is Klezmer, mixed with
years of experience in the jazz, blues, folk, and even hip hop world.

Friday, December 18 at 8 pm

Daniel Glover, piano

A Covid compromise —a program of symphonies and concertos
without orchestra, honoring Beethoven’s 250th birthday —rare solo
piano works that also exist(ed) as orchestra works. Since we
currently have no chance to attend live orchestra concerts, this recital
will remind us of what we have been missing, as well as celebrate the
legacy of Beethoven. Works by Muzio Clementi, Beethoven-Alkan,
Corigliano, and Liszt, as well as a work by Beethoven only just
discovered earlier this year!

Tickets and more information at oldfirstconcerts.org



OLD FirsT CoNCERTS DONORS

Bravissimo! ($1000 and up) Abby Rumsey
Anonymous (3) Leslie & Bob Stafford
Christopher and Cindy Burt John Stedman
Claudine Cheng Enthusiastic Applause
Mary Culp ($100-$249)
Thomas Culp & Anonymous
Charles Wagner B. Amaroso
Philip & Elayne Dauber Christine Beckstrom
Paul Duffey Miriam Blatt
Daniel Joraanstad & Robert & Marion Koerper
Bob Hermann Faith in Blumberg
the Future Fund Katherine & Michael
Walter Kennedy Boeninghausen —in honor
Donna Kline of Joyce Frankenburg
Barbara Marré Barbara & Howard Bomze
Darren & Cathy Presher Bill & Marilyn Campbell
James Riggs Herrick Carver
William Rudiak Joseph Charpentier
James T. Smith Bernard Choden
Joarne Winetzki Donald Cohon
Mike Tekulsky & Ron Wong Homer Dalbey
Randal Wong & Julia Erickson
Susan Worts David Featherstone
Encore Performance William Feister &
($500- $999) Judith Ross
Anonymous (2) Patricia Ferrari
Ruth & Frank Belvin Rachel Fisher
Erika Bodo Thomas Flaherty
Jeanne Kirkwood Yuko Franklin
Joan B. O’Connor and Club Glee
Lynne Ogata RT Freebairn-Smith
Ann Stone Robert Friedman Presents
Stephen & Sarah Taber Shoko Furuya &
Paul Upham Christopher Kitting
Brett Waxdeck Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Gaenslen
George & Priscilla Yu Rochelle Gatlin
Standing Ovation William Grant
($250-$499) Elizabeth Greening
Anonymous (2) Helen & Michael Gross
Jean Ahn David Hammer
George Becker Eleanor Hammer
Roland & Lois Feller Barbara Imbrie

Burt Greenberg & Jim Clavin Joan Intrator
Edward & Patricia Hymson Ron Jin
Howard & Wendy Kleckner Sally Ketchum

Betty Meissner
James Robinson

Michael Korbholz

Marshall Krause

Will Leben

Mack & Meikui McCray

Henry Mahncke &
Kimberly Tanner

Robert Maldonado

Jordan Moncharmont

Milton Mosk

Karen Mottola

Barbara Mow

Randall Murley

Aaron & Eva Paul

David Phillips

Phil Rettger

Linda Reyder

Joan Rost

Art Rothstein

Sue Rupp

Mary Russell

Bob & Terri Ryan

Donald Ryan

Jack Shoemaker

Ted Teipel

Elizabeth Varnhagen

Robert & Martha Warnock

George Wiepert
Danielle & Gary Wohl
Keith Yamamoto
Norman Young

Friends of Old First Concerts

Anonymous
Susan Baker-Lehne
Ralph Beren

Les Bruno

Hal Christiansen
John Diamante
Maggi Henderson
John Gosselin
Sarah McCuskey
Alan & Hitomi Onizuka
Stephani Phipps
Becky A. Reed
Terry Rillera
Kathleen Smith
Katie Struble
Stephanie Winters



GOVERNMENT & FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation
City of San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Google for Non-profits
H. B. and Lucille Horn Foundation
IBM Matching Grants Program
The Macy’s Foundation
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

OLD FirsT CONCERTS

BoarD oF DIRECTORS STAFF

Thomas Culp, President Matthew Wolka, Director
Randal P. Wong, Secretary Rick Bahto, Program Associate
Darren Presher, Treasurer Aimée Duddridge-Picard,
Christopher Burt Administrative Assistant
Walter Kennedy Austin Adams, House Manager

Donna Kline
Barbara Marré
Bill Rudiak
Stephen Taber
Mike Tekulsky
Brett Waxdeck
Meina Xu

Old First Concerts' piano is a New York Steinway D model, circa 1980,
with Hamburg action. It was donated by The Stanley Ibler Fund, and is
maintained by David Love Piano Service and Restoration.



