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ABout OLp FirsT CONCERTS
e Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway

concert grand piano.

e Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians
presenting innovative programs.

o Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances.

e Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert.

¢ An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting
music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students.

¢ Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970.

DonNATING TO OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each
year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and
Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous
individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our
mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the
classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are
tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure:
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:

OIld First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Thank you!

COVID-19 ResroONSE: RETURNING TO THE MUSIC

Old First Concerts is committed to the health and safety of our
audiences, performers and staff. We look forward to having all
audiences back in our space when it is safe to do so. In the meantime, we
are happy to be able to continue presenting artists of the highest caliber
to our audience in the Bay Area—and beyond —via livestreamed events.
We are following city guidelines and safety protocols to help ensure the
safest possible environment for our performers and staff.

SociaL MEpiA

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the
latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share
events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally.
facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information
about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts.



ABOUT THE MUSIC

In this unique duet concert of piano and sarod, known in Indian
Classical Music as a ‘jugalbandi’, Utsav Lal and Manik Khan
come together to seamlessly blend their experiences and explore
North Indian Classical Music with nuance and depth. The
evening has in store a fascinating repertoire of ragas presented
in their traditional form and splendour and the artists celebrate
Indian Classical Music through their own musical styles, in a
unified and singular creative vision.

The highly acclaimed musicians—Utsav Lal, a disciple of Ustad
Wasifuddin Dagar from the Dagarvani Dhrupad vocal tradition
and Manik Khan, son of the legendary Ustad Ali Akbar Khan
from the Maihar tradition, represent the new generation of
Indian Classical Music exponents. At O1C, the artists perform
together for the first time ever, and bring a meeting of a great
musical legacy, being perpetuated in two traditions that are
distinctly different and yet the same. With their individual
acoustic instruments, Lal and Khan offer a musical confluence
that flows from the expansive range of the piano to the deep
resonant tone of the sarod.

Dating back centuries, with extraordinarily elaborate rules &
systems to govern pitch, rhythm and structure, Indian Classical
Music is one of the most ancient classical traditions on earth and
at the very heart and soul of Indian music is the raga. For the
uninitiated, Indian Classical Music moves from slow and
meditative to pulsing and ecstatic. Music that is captivating with
great range and variety in tempo and emotion, the concert will
begin with the traditional solo exploratory style of Alap-Jod-
Jhala. The music is completely improvised within strict
guidelines of the tradition and the raga slowly expands from a
single note outward to complex waves of rhythms and virtuosic
passages.



To enjoy the evening to the utmost, one must relax into the
rhythmic and melodic patterns of a great cultural heritage &
allow the musicians to take you on to an unexplored musical
sojourn of ragas!

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Indian pianist/composer Utsav Lal, often known as the ‘Raga
Pianist’ is recognized as the rarest of pianists. Stunning the
world with his innovative handling of Indian Classical Music on
a Western instrument, The Irish Times describes Utsav Lal as “a
fleet-fingered performer whose best moments can be both highly
evocative and dazzling.” Lal's ground-breaking work has
garnered an impressive career spanning two decades, with solo
performances at world famous venues like Carnegie Hall (New
York), Southbank Centre (London), Kennedy Center
(Washington DC), Steinway Hall (New York), Asia Society
(Hong Kong), Arts Center (Melbourne).

Treading the careful line between an ancient tradition and the
innate desire for innovation with utmost respect, Lal’s music is
acclaimed for its sincerity, depth and powerful intensity. With
unfailing clarity of technique and rhythmic virtuosity, his work
is deeply influenced by Dhrupad and gains inspiration from a
vast array of sources such as The Necks, Thelonious Monk,
Tsegué-Maryam Guebrou and Cecil Taylor. Lal has challenged
commonly understood ways of improvisation to develop his
own unique voice for the piano, taking stage at leading festivals
including Novara Jazz (Italy), San Francisco Silent Film (USA)
AsiaTopa Festival (Australia), Masters of Tradition (Ireland).

Endorsed as Young Steinway Artist, TiE Aspire Young Indian
Achiever, Yamaha Jazz Scholar, Lal has been recognized for his
extensive collaborative work with Irish, Scottish, Jazz and
Experimental artists including leading names like Martin Hayes,
Dennis Cahill, Winifred Horan, Australian Contemporary
Circus Theatre CIRCA, Talvin Singh, George Brooks, Rajna



Swaminathan. Lal has 7 solo record releases which include a
historic world’s first album on the microtonal ‘Fluid
Piano” (2016). Lal holds a Masters in Contemporary
Improvisation (New England Conservatory of Music),
Bachelor’s in Jazz (Royal Conservatoire of Scotland) and is a
disciple of Dhrupad vocalist Ustad F. Wasifuddin Dagar.

Manik Khan is the youngest son of the legendary maestro,
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan. His life has been steeped in the ancient
tradition of North Indian classical music since birth; his
childhood was spent listening to his father in countless concerts,
and attending his classes at the Ali Akbar College of Music.

He initially started studying Tabla under the tutelage of Pandit
Swapan Chaudhuri but, wanting to follow in the footsteps of his
family, began his formal training in the Sarod with his father at
the age of 13. Manik spent his formative years accompanying his
father and elder brother (Alam Khan) on stage, touring for the
last decade of his father’s extensive performance career.

Alongside a solo concert career, he has worked with various
ensembles to present his father’s music in a way that has seldom
been heard before. This includes working with Bay Area schools
to bring Indian Classical Music to their youth orchestras, and
collaborating with conductor Michael Morgan and the Fremont
Symphony Orchestra.

Manik resides in the San Francisco Bay Area, where he
continues his musical studies with his elder brother. He
currently is teaching at the Ali Akbar College of Music, and is
working to preserve and continue his family’s legacy — helping
to keep this tradition of India’s rich cultural history alive and
flourishing.



CoMING UP AT OLD FirsT CONCERTS

Friday, December 3 at 8 pm —Holiday Guitars

Larry Ferrara & Zachary Donaldson, guitars; Sandra Betti,
flute; and the guitar ensemble Guitars a l1a mode

A special program celebrating the yuletide season with the
music of J. S. Bach, John Dowland, and Mario Castelnovo-
Tedesco. Performances will include guitar, guitar and flute,
guitar and harp, as well as festive holiday music for guitar
orchestra directed by Larry Ferrara.

Saturday, December 4 at 8 pm

San Francisco Yiddish Combo

SFYC is embarked on a journey around the world to present
their own unique blend of everything that is Klezmer, mixed
with years of experience in the jazz, blues, folk, and even hip-
hop world.

Sunday, December 5 at 4 pm

Young Women’s Chorus— Carols by Candlelight

Start your holiday season with an exquisite candle-lit concert
that includes Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of

Carols performed with harpist Meredith Clark, as well as music
by Hildegard von Bingen, Rachmaninoff, Busto, Randall
Thompson and contemporary settings of traditional carols.

For tickets & more information visit www.oldfirstconcerts.org

OLD FirsT CoNCERTS DONORS

Bravissimo! ($1000 and up) Barbara Marré Erika Bodo

Anonymous (3) Darren & Cathy Presher Linda Dembo

Doris Bebb James Riggs Patti Deuter in memory of

Christopher and Cindy Burt William Rudiak Joel Deuter

Claudine Cheng James T. Smith Jean Hohman

Thomas Culp & John Stedman Jeanne Kirkwood
Charles Wagner Joanne Winetzki Joan B. O’Connor

Philip & Elayne Dauber Mike Tekulsky & Ron Wong Lynne Ogata

Paul Duffey Randal Wong & Ann Stone

Daniel Joraanstad & Jamila Champsi Stephen & Sarah Taber
Bob Hermann Faith in Encore Performance Paul Upham
the Future Fund ($500- $999) Brett Waxdeck

Walter Kennedy Anonymous (2) Susan Worts

Donna Kline Ruth & Frank Belvin George & Priscilla Yu



OLD FirsT CoNCERTS DONORS

Standing Ovation

($250 - $499)

Anonymous (2)

Jean Ahn

George Becker

Roland & Lois Feller

Jim Clavin

Edward & Patricia Hymson

Robert S. & Marilyn Koerper
Blumberg

Betty Meissner

Aaron & Eva Paul

Abby Rumsey

Pamela Sebastian

Elizabeth Varnhagen

Enthusiastic Applause

($100- $249)

B. Amaroso

Barbara Bagot-Lopez

Sarah Bailis

Kathy Barr

Christine Beckstrom

Miriam Blatt

Katherine & Michael
Boeninghausen — in honor
of Joyce Frankenburg

Barbara & Howard Bomze

Bill & Marilyn Campbell

Herrick Carver

Joseph Charpentier

Donald Cohon

Stanley Corfman

Homer Dalbey

Joanne DePhillips

Julia Erickson

Judith Ets-Hokin

David Featherstone

William Feister &
Judith Ross

Patricia Ferrari

Rachel Fisher

Thomas Flaherty

Doris Flamm

Thomas Foutch

Yuko Franklin
and Club Glee

RT Freebairn-Smith

Robert Friedman Presents

Shoko Furuya &
Christopher Kitting
Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Gaenslen
David Garlock
Rochelle Gatlin
William Grant
Elizabeth Greening
Helen & Michael Gross
David Hammer
Eleanor Hammer
Barbara Imbrie
Ron Jin & the
Jin-Allen Family
Sally Ketchum
Hee Shik Kim
Howard & Wendy Kleckner
Michael Korbholz
Laurence Kornfield
Marshall Krause
Pam Zipkin &
Robert Lampkin
Will Leben
Yunnie Lee
Mack & Meikui McCray
Henry Mahncke &
Kimberly Tanner
Robert Maldonado
Jordan Moncharmont
Milton Mosk
Karen Mottola
Barbara Mow
Randall Murley
Regina Myers
Hitomi Onizuka
Helen Pellegrin
Phil Rettger
Linda Reyder
James Robinson
Joan Rost
Art Rothstein
Sue Rupp
Bob & Terri Ryan
Donald Ryan
Jack Shoemaker
Leslie & Bob Stafford
Margaret Studier
Ted Teipel

Robert & Martha Warnock
George Wiepert
Jessica Bodo Wise
Danielle & Gary Wohl
Margaret Wrensch
Keith Yamamoto

Jie Yang

Norman Young
Friends of Old First Concerts
Anonymous

Susan Baker-Lehne
Ralph Beren
Edward Bergh
Barbara Bernhart
Sherman Chan

Hal Christiansen
Helen Cohen

Fred Cummins
John Diamante
Chauncy DiLaura
James Dooley

Janet Elliott

Karen Fox

Maggi Henderson
Alice Glasner

John Gosselin

Joan Intrator

John Kasper

Julie Kierstine
Bonnnie Knight
Barbara Koenig
Allison Levy

Xiao Liu

Julia Dorsey Loomis
Hadley McCarroll
Sarah McCuskey
Alan & Hitomi Onizuka
Stephani Phipps
Charles Quesenberg
Becky A. Reed
Terry Rillera

Mary Russell

Ralph Samuel
Kathleen Smith
Katie Struble
Stephanie Winters



GOVERNMENT & FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation
City of San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Google for Non-profits
H. B. and Lucille Horn Foundation
IBM Matching Grants Program
The Macy’s Foundation
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

OLp FirsT CONCERTS

BoARD oF DIRECTORS STAFF

Thomas Culp, President Matthew Wolka, Director
Randal P. Wong, Secretary Rick Bahto, Program Associate
Darren Presher, Treasurer Hannah Yost, Admin Assistant
Christopher Burt Curtis Huth, House Manager
Walter Kennedy

Donna Kline
Barbara Marré
Bill Rudiak
Stephen Taber
Mike Tekulsky
Brett Waxdeck
Meina Xu

Old First Concerts' piano is a New York Steinway D model, circa 1980,
with Hamburg action. It was donated by The Stanley Ibler Fund, and is

maintained by David Love Piano Service and Restoration.



