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About Old First Concerts 
• Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway 

concert grand piano. 

• Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians 

presenting innovative programs. 

• Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances. 

• Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert. 

• An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting 

music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students. 

• Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970. 

Donating to Old First Concerts 

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each 

year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and 

Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous 

individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our 

mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the 

classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are 

tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure: 

www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:  

Old First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109. 

Thank you! 

Old First Concerts is committed to the health and safety of our 

audiences, performers and staff. We look forward to having all 

audiences back in our space when it is safe to do so. In the meantime, we 

are happy to be able to continue presenting artists of the highest caliber 

to our audience in the Bay Area—and beyond—via livestreamed events. 

We are following city guidelines and safety protocols to help ensure the 

safest possible environment for our performers and staff.  

Social Media 

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the 

latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share 

events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally. 

facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/ 

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information 

about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts. 

COVID-19 Response: Returning to the music 

Old First Concerts Donors 
Standing Ovation  
($250 - $499) 

Anonymous (2) 
Jean Ahn 
George Becker 
Roland & Lois Feller 
Jim Clavin 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
Robert S. & Marilyn Koerper 
    Blumberg 
Betty Meissner 
Aaron & Eva Paul 
Abby Rumsey 
Pamela Sebastian 
Elizabeth Varnhagen 
Enthusiastic Applause  
($100 - $249) 

B. Amaroso 
Barbara Bagot-Lopez 
Sarah Bailis 
Kathy Barr 
Christine Beckstrom 
Miriam Blatt 
Katherine & Michael  
    Boeninghausen – in honor  
    of Joyce Frankenburg 
Barbara & Howard Bomze 
Bill & Marilyn Campbell 
Herrick Carver 
Joseph Charpentier 
Donald Cohon 
Stanley Corfman 
Homer Dalbey 
Joanne DePhillips 
Julia Erickson 
Judith Ets-Hokin 
David Featherstone 
William Feister &  
    Judith Ross 
Patricia Ferrari 
Rachel Fisher 
Thomas Flaherty 
Doris Flamm 
Thomas Foutch 
Yuko Franklin  
    and Club Glee 
RT Freebairn-Smith 
Robert Friedman Presents 

Shoko Furuya &  
    Christopher Kitting 
Dr. & Mrs. E. C. Gaenslen 
David Garlock 
Rochelle Gatlin 
William Grant 
Elizabeth Greening 
Helen & Michael Gross 
David Hammer 
Eleanor Hammer 
Barbara Imbrie 
Ron Jin & the  
    Jin-Allen Family 
Sally Ketchum 
Hee Shik Kim 
Howard & Wendy Kleckner 
Michael Korbholz 
Laurence Kornfield 
Marshall Krause 
Pam Zipkin &  
    Robert Lampkin 
Will Leben 
Yunnie Lee 
Mack & Meikui McCray 
Henry Mahncke &  
    Kimberly Tanner 
Robert Maldonado 
Jordan Moncharmont 
Milton Mosk 
Karen Mottola 
Barbara Mow 
Randall Murley 
Regina Myers 
Hitomi Onizuka 
Helen Pellegrin 
Phil Rettger 
Linda Reyder 
James Robinson 
Joan Rost 
Art Rothstein 
Sue Rupp 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Donald Ryan 
Jack Shoemaker 
Leslie & Bob Stafford 
Margaret Studier 
Ted Teipel 

Robert & Martha Warnock 
George Wiepert 
Jessica Bodo Wise 
Danielle & Gary Wohl 
Margaret Wrensch 
Keith Yamamoto 
Jie Yang 
Norman Young 
Friends of Old First Concerts 
Anonymous 
Susan Baker-Lehne 
Ralph Beren 
Edward Bergh 
Barbara Bernhart 
Sherman Chan 
Hal Christiansen 
Helen Cohen 
Fred Cummins 
John Diamante 
Chauncy DiLaura 
James Dooley 
Janet Elliott 
Karen Fox 
Maggi Henderson 
Alice Glasner 
John Gosselin 
Joan Intrator 
John Kasper 
Julie Kierstine 
Bonnnie Knight 
Barbara Koenig 
Allison Levy 
Xiao Liu 
Julia Dorsey Loomis 
Hadley McCarroll 
Sarah McCuskey 
Alan & Hitomi Onizuka 
Stephani Phipps 
Charles Quesenberg 
Becky A. Reed 
Terry Rillera 
Mary Russell 
Ralph Samuel 
Kathleen Smith 
Katie Struble 
Stephanie Winters 
 



 
Coming up at Old First Concerts 

Sunday, May 15 at 4 pm 

Ives Collective—Jeremy Preston, violin; Susan Freier, violin/

viola; Melissa Matson, viola; Stephen Harrison, cello; Keisuke 

Nakagoshi, piano; Kyle Bruckmann, oboe 

Fresh and informed interpretations of established masterworks 

and underappreciated gems, including works by Benjamin 

Britten, Rebecca Clarke, and Sir Edward Elgar.  

Saturday, May 14 at 7:30 pm 

Amelia Romano, harp 

with Matthew Ebisuzaki, trumpet & Zach Donaldson, guitar 

An eclectic blend of austere serenity and kinetic vibrancy, 

Amelia Romano takes what is known about conventional harp 

and surpasses every time. Her program includes works by 

Handel, Debussy, Naderman, The Beatles, Scarlatti, and more. 

Friday, May 20 at 8 pm 

Friction Quartet—Doug Machiz, cello; Otis Harriel, violin; 

Kevin Rogers, violin; Rachyl Martinez, viola 

Called “The Bay Area’s redoubtable new-music ensemble” by 

Joshua Kosman, Friction Quartet return to O1C with a program 

of works they’ve commissioned, including a World Premiere by 

Geoffrey Gordon.  
        For tickets & more information visit www.oldfirstconcerts.org 

Bravissimo! ($1000 and up) 
Anonymous (3) 
Doris Bebb 
Christopher and Cindy Burt 
Claudine Cheng 
Thomas Culp &  
    Charles Wagner 
Philip & Elayne Dauber 
Paul Duffey 
Victor Ge & Lily Tian  
Daniel Joraanstad &  
    Bob Hermann Faith in  
    the Future Fund 
Walter Kennedy 
Donna Kline 

Barbara Marré 
Darren & Cathy Presher 
James Riggs 
William Rudiak 
James T. Smith 
John Stedman 
Joanne Winetzki 

Mike Tekulsky & Ron Wong 
Randal Wong &  
    Jamila Champsi 

 
Encore Performance  
($500 - $999) 

Anonymous (2) 
Ruth & Frank Belvin 

Erika Bodo 
Linda Dembo 
Patti Deuter in memory of 
    Joel Deuter 
Jean Hohman 
Jeanne Kirkwood 
Joan B. O’Connor 
Lynne Ogata 
Ann Stone 
Stephen & Sarah Taber 
Paul Upham 
Brett Waxdeck 
Susan Worts 
George & Priscilla Yu 

Old First Concerts Donors 

Pauline Viardot García (1821–1910)  

Madrid 

Les filles de Cadix  

 

Charles Gounod (1818–1893)  

Bolero  

 

Frédéric Chopin (1810–1849), arr. P. Viardot García 

Plainte d’amour  

Faible coeur!  

 

Ruperto Chapí (1851–1909)  

En la Playa  

En Toledo 

 

Pauline Viardot García  

Canti Populari Toscani 

Serenata 

Reproches  

Chanson Villageoise 

Lamento  

 

Gabriel Fauré (1845–1924)  

Chanson du pêcheur Op. 4, No. 1 

  

Pauline Viardot García  

La Japonaise  

 

Camille Saint-Sae ̈ns (1835–1921)  

La Brise 

Mon coeur s’ouvre à ta voix (arr. A. Urroz) 

 

Program 



It is no exaggeration to say that Pauline Viardot García is 

perhaps the most important female musical figure of all time. 

Daughter of the tenor Manuel García and the soprano 

Joaquina Briones, sister of the Malibrán and of the influential 

singing teacher Manuel Patricio García, inventor of the 

laryngoscope, she was admired throughout Europe and 

respected by all the composers of her time. She was a singer, 

pianist, composer, and spoke and wrote Spanish, French, 

Italian, English and German fluently. The likes of Liszt, 

Berlioz, Saint-Saëns, Wagner, Chopin, Massenet, Schumann, 

Brahms, Gounod and Meyerbeer admired her and composed 

works for her.  

 

The songs by Fauré, Gounod, Saint-Saëns and Chapí in this 

program were all dedicated to her, and the role of Dalila was 

written for her, but in many instances she played an even 

more decisive role in the compositions and careers of these 

musicians, helping them to compose, write scores, and even 

direct rehearsals in their absence! She studied music with her 

tyrannical and perfectionist father from an early age. Her 

career initially focused on composition and piano, and she 

was a student of Franz Liszt. But after the tragic death of her 

sister Maria, Pauline was assigned to step into her sister’s 

shoes: "Close the piano, from now on you will sing", said her 

mother. At the age of 18, she made her debut in London in 

Rossini's Desdemona, the iconic role of the deceased Maria.  

 

Louis Viardot, director of the Italian Theater in Paris, decided 

to entrust her with Rossini roles in which she triumphed. Per 

the advice of Georges Sand, Pauline married Viardot, 21 years 

her senior, in a union that the novelist considered very 

advantageous for the young woman. Viardot resigned from 

his position to accompany his wife throughout Europe and 

manage one of the most beautiful careers of all time. In St. 

About the music Coming up at Old First Concerts 

Sunday, April 10 at 4 pm 

Motoko Honda—The Emergent Piano 

With stylistic influences ranging from jazz to Indonesian music 

and contemporary prepared & electrified piano, Honda is a 

musical force of nature, bringing a unique creative sound to 

her solo works and wide-ranging collaborations.  

Friday, April 22 at 8 pm 

Miles Graber, piano; Mary Artmann, cello; Kate Stenberg, 

violin 

The piano trios of Maurice Ravel, Rebecca Clarke and Dmitri 

Shostakovich were composed within a ten-years of WWI and 

express emotional currents reflecting this transformative time.  

Sunday, May 1 at 3 pm 

Community Music Center’s Juliet McComas Keyboard 

Marathon: Music of the Americas 

Fourteen faculty artists from the Community Music Center 

perform eighteen American, Latin, and African American 

composers representing wide-ranging periods and styles, 

including works by Bay Area composers Jon Jang, Bruce 

Nalezny, and Betty Wong. 

Friday, May 6 at 8 pm 

Patrick Galvin, violin & Jennifer Hou, piano 

Patrick Galvin returns to O1C with pianist Jennifer Hou with a 

program that includes Sibelius’ Souvenir, Nathan Milstein’s 

arrangement of Chopin’s Nocturne in C-sharp minor, Chausson’s 

Poème, and Pärt’s Fratres.  

Friday, May 13 at 8 pm 

Clara & Marie Becker, piano four-hands 

Piano duo and twin sisters Clara & Marie Becker perform the 

most important works written for piano four-hands in the 

Romantic era, by Schubert, Mendelssohn, Smetana, and 

Dvořák . 

For tickets & more information visit www.oldfirstconcerts.org 



Kawai Madrid Piano Competition, president of the EPTA in 

Spain, Urroz is a professor of piano at the Alfonso X el Sabio 

University, Musical Arts and the Arturo Soria Conservatory 

in Madrid.  

 

He has studied in Madrid, Tel Aviv and New York with 

Joaquín Soriano, György Sándor, Pnina Salzman and Oxana 

Yablonskaya. In 2017, Dr. Urroz received the honorary award 

for the best doctoral thesis in Arts and Humanities from the 

University Alfonso X el Sabio for his thesis on the process of 

teaching and learning piano technique.    

www.albertourroz.com 

 

This concert would not have been possible without the 

generous donations of multiple donors to our fundraising 

campaign, and we would like to thank them wholeheartedly 

for their support. 

 

If you would like to be notified of the release of the CD and 

be kept informed of our activities, please visit: 

www.lauredemarcellus.com 

 

Petersburg, Pauline met Ivan Turgenev, with whom she was 

to have a lifelong relationship, a relationship perhaps 

consented to by Louis: the novelist accompanied the singer 

and the businessman in their travels with disconcerting 

naturalness and built a dacha in their garden.  

 

What is really extraordinary about Pauline is to find so many 

musical and artistic skills and knowledge gathered in one 

person. Intellectual, studious, passionate about her profession 

in all its aspects, she won the love of the public and the 

respect of her colleagues in a world dominated by men. Her 

piano teacher, Franz Liszt, declared: "With her, the world has 

finally found a woman composer of true genius". It is this 

genius of inspiration, both in her music and in that of others, 

that our program seeks to illuminate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laure de Marcellus' velvety tone and compelling stage 

presence have delighted critics and audiences alike. She 

perfected her skills at the Deutsche Oper in Berlin, where she 

sang under the baton of conductors such as C. Thielemann, 

M. Jurowski and Sir Lawrence Foster. She made her debut as 

Carmen at the Fêtes de Genève. She has performed as Dalila 

in Geneva and Annecy.  She sang Brangäne with the 

Norddeutches Philharmonie. Ms. de Marcellus has performed 

in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, Spain, Serbia, 

Singapore, the United States and Germany.  

 

Laure de Marcellus was born in Geneva, Switzerland and 

studied at the Zurich Conservatory, Tel Aviv and New York. 

She currently resides in California. 

 

For many years, her collaboration with pianist Alberto Urroz 

has resulted in recitals in Spain and the United States, with 

programs featuring many classical, romantic, and 

contemporary composers. These recitals are the result of 

years of friendship and a shared passion for the genre. They 

enjoy mixing art forms and have performed with dancers and 

in unusual venues, involving their audiences in the stories 

and poetry they present. 

 

Tonight's recital, which explores the fascinating Pauline 

Viardot Garcia and her global influence on Romantic music, is 

the program for their first joint recording, a CD to be released 

in the spring of 2022 by Centaur Records. 

 

The greatness of Pauline's artistic genius is evident in the 

passionate music she wrote and the music she inspired, and 

we are honored to be able to contribute in our humble way to 

making sure that her name is once again known to all as it 

About the artists deserves. This album was recorded during Covid's first year, 

against the backdrop of the isolation and lack of direct human 

interaction it brought, and through the distances and 

challenges we had to overcome to make it happen, it is our 

tribute to what music brings to all of us: a connection to our 

true selves and to each other.        www.lauredemarcellus.com     

 

Alberto Urroz performs regularly in Europe, Asia and 

America. His successful debut at New York's Carnegie Hall in 

2008 has given a new impetus to his international career. He 

is in demand as a soloist, teacher and lecturer at important 

venues and cultural institutions. His love for the music of 

Scarlatti has been crystallized in tribute recitals to the 

Neapolitan composer and in the recording of a selection of his 

sonatas, featured in France Musique and Piano Journal. 

Equally appreciated as a soloist, chamber music pianist and 

accompanist, he recently performed the complete Brahms 

sonatas for violin and piano with Vadim Tchijik and gave 

recitals dedicated to Pauline Viardot with the mezzo-soprano 

Laure de Marcellus. Founder and artistic director of the 

Mendigorria International Music Festival and the Shigeru 


