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Asout OLD FirsT CONCERTS
¢ Great venue for music with beautiful acoustics and amazing Steinway

concert grand piano.

e Primarily local emerging and mid-career professional musicians
presenting innovative programs.

¢ Every concert offers new insights and virtuosic performances.

¢ Complimentary refreshments served at intermission or after the concert.

¢ An independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to presenting
music at affordable prices, especially for low-income seniors and students.

¢ Solo, chamber music, and world music concerts year-round since 1970.

DonNATING TO OLD FirRsT CONCERTS

Ticket sales provide about 38 percent of our operating revenue each
year. In addition, we rely on support from private foundations and
Grants for the Arts from the city of San Francisco. Our generous
individual donors complete the picture. We invite you to join us in our
mission to connect audiences and local musicians and build up the
classical music and world music scene in San Francisco. Donations are
tax-deductible and donating on our website is easy and secure:
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/give/, or checks can be mailed to:

OIld First Concerts, 1751 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Thank you!

VOLUNTEERING WITH OLD FIrRsT CONCERTS
Enjoy free concerts, make new friends, and help support your favorite
non-profit organization! Volunteering with Old First Concerts is a
wonderful opportunity for students, seniors, or anyone with a passion
for music—and we’ll work with your availability!

contact: curtishuth@oldfirstconcerts for more information.

SociaL Mepia

Following us on Facebook is a great way to keep informed about the
latest concert information. While you are there, don’t forget to share
events with your friends and hit the “Like” button liberally.
facebook.com/oldfirstconcerts/

You can also find us on Instagram @oldfirstconcerts with information
about upcoming events plus photos and videos from our concerts.
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ComiING uP AT OLD FIRST CONCERTS
Sunday, October 16 at 4 pm
Strobe—Double Fantasy
Laura Griffiths, oboe; Stephanie Bibbo, violin; Caroline Lee,
viola; Krisanthy Desby, cello
The only dedicated oboe quartet in the US presents Double
Fantasy, featuring two fantasies by Britten and Moeran
alongside two rags by Russo and Desby.

Monday, October 17 at 7:30 pm

Earplay— Dream Sequence

Mary Chun, conductor

Terrie Baune, violin; Tod Brody, flutes; Peter Josheff, clarinets;
Thalia Moore, cello; Ellen Ruth Rose, viola

with special guest Keisuke Nakagoshi, piano

Celebrating the centennial of Andrew Imbrie’s birth with a
performance of his at turns playful, passionate, and
perturbed Dream Sequence, along with works by Hyo-shin Na,
Tyshawn Sorey, and Fred Lerdahl.

Join us for a pre-concert talk at 6:45 pm.

For tickets & more information visit www.oldfirstconcerts.org
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PROGRAM
Terry Riley (b. 1935)
The Heaven Ladder, Book 7
Misha’s Bear Dance
Venus in 94
Ragtempus Fugatis
Fandango on the Heaven Ladder
Simone’s Lullaby

Intermission

Dennis A. Lauderdale (b. 1941)
Ode
World Premiere

Durwynne Hsieh (b. 1963)
Piano Sonata
World Premiere
Con moto
Station Break
Unnecessary
Click

Mark Vance (b. 1951)
Nocturne
World Premiere



ABOUT THE MUSIC

Terry Riley The Heaven Ladder, Book 7

The Heaven Ladder, Book 7 is a group of 5 pieces commissioned
in 1994. The outer movements, Misha’s Bear Dance and
Simone’s Lullaby, are inspired by Terry’s twin grandchildren.
Venus in 94 is a lovely concert waltz with a twist, Ragtempus
Fugatis is a rollicking ragtime fugue and Fandango on the
Heaven Ladder is a beautiful set of variations on a mesmerizing
tune, full of rhythmic and melodic changes.

Renowned California composer Terry Riley is considered a
founder of the minimalist movement. Throughout his long
career he has been deeply involved with not only classical
genres but also with North Indian Raga music. He has
performed and taught in that genre as well as in
improvisational style. He has fulfilled many commissions for
major musical organizations and has had a long collaboration
with the Kronos quartet. The list of his accomplishments is
too long to list here, his career has been one of brilliant
fulfillment of his equally brilliant musical mind.

Dennis A. Lauderdale Ode

Poetry is a very structured form of writing. I found the idea of
an ode in irregular meter interesting. The ode form enhanced
the regularity of the poem with longer lines and varied
meters. I think of this composition as an ode to Ode.
Unpredictable moments break the rhythm introduced at the
beginning of the piece.

Dennis Arthur Lauderdale studied voice in Sacramento in
his late teens and twenties. He performed in productions of
choral works and opera at Sacramento State College. He
performed on the Sacramento area and at the Nevada Theater
in Nevada City CA. On Good Friday 1964, his composition
Seven Last Words for soprano, baritone and organ was

ComiING uP AT OLD FIrRST CONCERTS
Sunday, September 25 at 4pm
Ives Collective
Hrabba Atladottir, violin; Susan Freier, viola & violin;
Clio Tilton, viola; Stephen Harrison, cello;
Gwendolyn Mok, piano
Presenting powerful live music experiences through fresh
and informed interpretations of established masterworks and
underappreciated gems. This program features three women

composers-Missy Mazzoli, Germaine Tailleferre, and Amy
Beach.

Sunday, October 2 at 4 pm

Jason Chiu, piano

Bay Area native Jason Chiu explores the powerful connection
between feeling and sound in a romantically charged
program for solo piano featuring works by Bach-Busoni,
Szymanowska, F. Mendelssohn, Chaminade, Ravel, and
Beethoven.

Friday, October 7 at 8 pm

Story and Song: new short operas and other delights
Powerhouse Bay Area vocalists Winnie Nieh, Nikola Printz,
and Sidney Chen premiere new short operas, vocalise and
song by Shawne Workman, Davide Verotta, and Monica
Chew, with Doug Machiz on cello and Chesley Mok and
Monica Chew on piano.

Sunday, October 9 at 4 pm

Wooden Fish Ensemble —Thomas Schultz, piano; Terrie
Baune, violin; Ellen Ruth Rose, viola; Sarah Hong, cello
Celebrating their 20th anniversary, Wooden Fish Ensemble
performs the World Premiere of Hyo-shin Na’'s Quadrangle of
Light plus Morton Feldman'’s last work Piano, Violin, Viola,
Cello.

For tickets & more information visit www.oldfirstconcerts.org



Julia Morgan Masters of the Piano Series, and more. Her
concerts have been broadcast over KPFA, KQED and other
classical stations. She has had a long-term affiliation with
Music in the Mountains as both a featured soloist and a
chamber musician.

Ms. Schugren has long been a champion of new music and
has played world and west coast premieres of several
important American works. She commissioned The Dance of
Shiva from Ken Durling, a well-known Bay Area composer,
which was broadcast live over KPFA. Points in Time is a 2017
commission from Nevada County composer Mark Vance.

Since moving back to Nevada County in 2006, Ms. Schugren
has been involved performing with Music in the Mountains,
the Nevada County Composers Cooperative, and the Young
Composers Program of MIM, now the Composers Project at
InConcert Sierra, as well as in the Bay Area. She is also pianist
in the North Star Piano Trio, a chamber group which plays
almost exclusively music by women composers. Ms.
Schugren currently has teaching studios in her home in
Nevada City as well as in the Bay Area.

She lives on her family vineyard in the Sierra Nevada
foothills with 4 horses, 2 goats, numerous chickens, four dogs
and two cats. When not at the piano, she can be found
enjoying her 2 local grandchildren, riding her horse, or out in
the garden.

performed in Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in Sacramento.
Dennis sang the baritone role.

In 2001 Dennis retired and moved to Grass Valley, California.
He studied composition and orchestration with Richard
Altenbach for 8 years. He uses the Sibelius music notation
software. Dennis did not study music in college, opting for a
degree in Accounting from the University of Nevada at Reno.
He has a special affinity for Opera as the many years of
attending performances at the San Francisco Opera as well as
other venues, attest. He has written four operas.

The Rancho Cordova Civic Light Opera Orchestra has
performed Winter, the fourth movement of his orchestral
work Seasons. His chamber works have been performed in the
Grass Valley area with InConcert Sierra, Nevada County
Composer’s Cooperative, and in October 2020 at Old First
Concerts when Lynn Schugren performed her Sierra Prelude
Project. Dennis consults with Lynn Schugren regularly
regarding his piano compositions.

Durwynne Hsieh Piano Sonata

I am grateful to Lynn Schugren for commissioning this piece
and for her warm and engaging collaboration. I started
writing this Piano Sonata at the end of 2020, in the midst of the
pandemic stay-at-home lockdowns. The first movement, Con
moto (with motion), named for its initial tempo marking,
seems to tell a story involving ocean waves, or is it the waves
of feelings that course through you when you are sitting
isolated in your house?

The second movement, Station Break, is based on the thought
that most TV shows have commercials and news briefs
sprinkled in with the actual programming, so why not put
some of these in a piano sonata? Unnecessary is a slow



movement that expresses regret over seemingly unnecessary
suffering and loss. Click is a theme and (sort of) variations for
people with short attention spans, and it depicts the all too
typical experience of going online for something specific, but
being sucked into a vortex of excessive options and
distractions.

Composer Durwynne Hsieh tells musical stories that focus
on elements of the natural and scientific worlds, scenes from
everyday life, and other narratives the specifics of which
audiences (as well as the composer) are sometimes unsure.
This afternoon’s Piano Sonata is his second collaboration with
pianist Lynn Schugren. Among his other recent projects are
two ballets with Benicia Ballet Theatre, a violin concerto for
Rick Shinozaki and San Jose Chamber Orchestra, chamber
music recordings with the Farallon Quartet and the Black
Cedar Trio, and a commission from the Toledo Symphony to
write a piece in which the audience votes on what comes
next. In addition to his concert music, his works have also
been put to other diverse uses as dance accompaniment
musical theater pieces, incidental music, wedding ceremony
music, and an underscore for science tutorial programs and
cooking websites. He also holds a Ph.D in molecular biology
and is a former college biology teacher and technical writer.

Mark Vance Nocturne

Vance’s Nocturne was commissioned by pianist Lynn
Schugren. A work for solo piano, it is dark and atmospheric,
folding at an unhurried pacer. Evocative of the night,
memories materialize and then fade away.

Mark Vance is a composer and music educator living in
Nevada City, California. He has served as Executive Director
of the Nevada Country Composers Cooperative since 2003.
Vance is the Education Director for InConcert Sierra where he

teaches a composition class for teens. He is published by
Santa Barbara Music Publishing and C. Alan Publications. His
CDs it’s about time and God, I love chamber music are available
on CD Baby and iTunes. For more info visit
www.markvance.org.

ABOUT THE MUSICIAN

Pianist Lynn Schugren began her studies at the age of 5 with
Nadya Lorenz of Berkeley, a protégé of Claudio Arrau. In
high school she attended the Music Academy of the West in
Santa Barbara, and later was awarded a Ford Foundation
Talent Award Grant to study at Mills College.

Ms. Schugren has had a long performance career, in both solo
piano and chamber music. She has been a regular guest at
Old First Concerts, Crocker Art Museum, Oakland Museum,


http://www.markvance.org

